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Tawyers have traditionally concerned themselves with protecting the
established order of sgociety. They defend the priv ate interests

of their wealthy clients whether these are individuals or larger
corporations. It is nob surprising thatb the§ are to be found
cecupying the most poworful positions 1ﬁ.soczety, There 18 a
disproportionately large number of them occupying seabs in legislatures

controlling the drafting of Acts of Parlisment, particulerly monopolising

a1l debateg concerned with the extension of egal gservices., They are
to be found in Local Government serving the functions of the Avthority
end sre not available to assist individuals or small group of
ratepayérs. The Jud*ciafy are gppointed eznluéiveWy from the legal
profesaione In private practice lawyers are bougbL by those vho

'-can best afford then.

Historically, lawyers are the creablon of thosé‘amxious to defend
their interests in property. 4 lawyer's educa%ion is a training ¥
socrve those inbterests and his work 1s 1ot jus% to maintain bubt also
to peinforce snd extend the priveleged position of his clients.

Of course lawyers have made themselves as indiépensible to wealti
and power as it is o 'Mem,' The lawyer's foruunes sTre pound up
with his clients and this determines the areaS:of work he will
vnderteke, restricting the renge of skills he is prepared to develoD.
It is no mabbter of chance that so much legal time is spent_drawing
up wilis, forming trusts, constib: uting companies ¢nd srranging

ensiganations. It is nobt just because they are;poo busy, eXpensive
or ignorent that lewyers are not available %o pbor clients but
basically becsuse bhey camart afford the risk of being seen to be
helping those oppressed DY the gyetem to which %hey are a prop and
mainst iye 1h plea of wrofessional impartiality disappears as a
hollow myth 13 in an sresn where lawyers are, for ﬁhatever reason, Simply

wnaveilable. Those that do move into the areas hitherto neglected
by their profescion will discover & parochial a%mosnhere where,
in =z thoeretlicelly compebitive situation there is a close knit
bend of property owners who would make 1t econ@@;@ guicide for th2
lawyer o be seen involving himgelf with ténanté; consumers and debtors.



The existence of lbgdl aid gince 1949 has gone some way To mitigating
scts of the exisving power structure, However
the gtrict 1imiTatiOﬁS on its aveilsbhility to cerbtain areas of legal

practice only cmphasises the frustration of those cutside 1UssC0oDpe.
i

<

s true bthat while some lawyers now do have & working experience

*

n hitherto undeveloped areas of law that experience is not available
o those who fall oubtside its extremely low financial limite. In
cddition there are wide sreas of legal processes whlch are nob covered

culariy Rent, Supplementary RBenelite,

IA.:' .

by the Legel Ald Scheme part
Netional Insurance and Industrial Tribunals. These sripunals are

rE MOrs likel; to involve the lives of ordinary people than the

Lands Tribum which is bthe only one presently covered ULy Degel  Ald.
One consequence of itrhig of course 1z that moass lawyers are totally
inexpericnced i the scops and performence of these TIibu als.

Tf thaet is part of the pilsture 1T would Dbe fair to say however thatl

ion thel is not

&
there is o change in bthe cll

1
regtriched bto thoge who wish To sce The dovel

opment
There 1s an iﬂorca51nd socinl conscience on Ghe part of many in the

brofession whe wish Bof s in the ranks . of private practlcea

I

c_\,

st
(In dentelly many of the younger ones can be found giving up their

They are perturbed because they sec their work as 1t grows more and

moTe speciazlised in the ceompliiceted inmfricacies of commercial practice,
me mors and more ouv thouoh with the needs of ordinary people.
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ifany of them are not conbont wi
ciby areas bub hopeful of the assistance o the legal aid scheme, are

rnoving into the poorer naighbourhotds. Of course from my knowledge of
o)

Fast London I ¥

Most of the mrivate lawyers are wWere 10T the rich takings

by a substentizl criminsl law nractice and some are there simply
hecauss bhey sro not good onough TO get 2 job in a central city firm.
ai

portners and assistant soliciters discuss

But increasingly
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free time to man advice centres and the evening surgerics of Law Centres).



riiug shouic Follow Ui MDA g i Uk
manpower resources to DOOX neighbourhoods either by setbling up

branch offices provide the time of thelr rs o work

the cases

advice cenbres taking work back U their offices on
taken up.
theoe proposals are being put

oy

. cnough, encourags them,

antresg necold

oredominantly
th their

¢ time Community ‘egal Services
opened Daw Conbtor Wesh 17 o omile away. After & while Ba vl Bw
why 1 was Gold thai it wase
Cents to justify keeping it
open any longer. At that same time Law Center West was 80Y
overloaded with work thai shey werc obliged to gve non-urgent
clients  sopoinbments wo months ahead. Tn Dngland b sbout the
sime that the Gensre opened tho Holborn
Law Bociety st scheme providing o rota of voluntbeers
to abtbtend CL€ Duresus Gaking cases Dback 10 Their \

of fices, I Th ington Law Centre nasn't exactly prospercd
v overburdened with prospering the cause
Holborn scheme once so vaunted b
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have thoy ign eyxpeond thelr practices
inbo providing 15 bul they are =&
even rarely L court, 0Oh yes, they
can DG SEOn row on Judgment summons day - but Gthey
are T crveditors (mest offen flnen companies),
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the Registrar deal with some 50 cases Dbefore lunch., There were
plenty of lawyers there but I was the only one appearing for a tenant,

o

No tenant, apart from my client, put up a fight. One young married
couple tried to: whereupon the Registrar treated them to a2 lecture
on the costs which they were thereby  Increasing and which They
would have to pay if they lost, N This frightened them

into withdrawing and they consented Judgment, My cllient slso lost.

1t 1s in recognition of s state of affairs that the Lord Chancellor
ntroduced new rules fo try and compensabte for the lack of legal

assigbance in these courts. There will now he no costs awarded

L 3 oy o B T S, FE— sy A A
in all claims below &£75, and the litigans who cannot afford
. lowyer cen request arbiftration by the County Court Hegistrar,

ooy the

1N View

Time legel sid financed
f the poorer
will never be able teo fully
prachtising in the poor
lunches in a pub

him oas o walks To

the provigion of a Lo

barristers chambers ir
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will never compeasabe for wh really required, which
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hat g 1t Ghereforc the 2ifference between abandard

private practice, the varicus expceriments

that practice ond bthe nelghbourhood law cenbre?

[l

Fundamentelly 1t ls the difference of approach of the lawyers and
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others working in  the centre. They will waent to usce vie law 1n a
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in a neighbourhood 1t is not because there is a need for assistance
in claiming those rights and benefits te which people arc entitled
but alse that clients should reach the position individuslly

and @llectively when they are able To0 assert thel:

T
wiere no rights exist at present,thoen be able te demand that they

That is a wery different those lawyers whose principle
loyalties are vo privete practice and it will obvicusly involve
Is!
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